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(5d) Abstract Title 

A culinary press 

(57) There rs provided a culinary press 1 including a first and second handle members (2, 4) pivoted together 
at 6 between which is provided a food pressing lever 12 pivoiably connected at one end (20) to the second 
arm, an actuator (16) connected to the first arm 2 acting on the other end of the lever 12. 

/V;. / 




. c 




o 

00 

ro 

Ca) 
C7I 
CJI 

CO 



> 




or**.,*— cDOO^s* ^r^r-i-t 



' 2355921 

A CULSSARY PRESS 

This invention relates to a culinary press having panicular but not exclusive 
applicability as a jsarlic pres^. 

Culinary presses of the type used to crush garlic are well known. There are a 
variety of forms to suit different needs. A known form of garlic press consists of two 
pivotably connected handles, one of which is provided with a chamber into which food is 
to be placed having a perforated surface, and the other provided with a plunger which 
presses into the chamber when the handle^ we brou^t together tkua crushing end forcing 
the clove through a perforated surrace. 

One problem with such a garlic press is that a significant force is required to bring 
the handles together. Operating such a conventional press may therefore be difficult for 
soma individuals. 

It is thus an object of the present invention to provide a culinary press in which 
the aforesaid shoncoming is mitigated, or at least to provide a useful altcnutive to the 
public. 

According to the present invention there is provided a cul'mary press comprising 
first and second arms pivotably connected together, the second arm having a food- 
receiving chamber thereon, end a food pressing lever arranged between the arms and 
pivotably connected at one end to the second arm, an actuator connected to the first arm 



acting on the crther ei»d of the levw. The use of the additioniU food pressing lever 
airanged between the arms allows a high cmshing foroe to be exerted on the food. 

The dctuator of the proas may comprise an actuator ami pivoUbly cenaeeted ot 
one end to the first ftrm and at the other end to the lever. The lever may then be acted 
upon by the actuator wm as the handle Biembers are brought together. 

The chamber of the press may be defined between opposed side walls of the 
secibiid arm and a perforated plate fbnning a bottom of the chamber. The chamber 
provides a space where the piece offbod to be crushed is placed therein. • 

The pedbtated plate of the press may be a movable plate pivotably mounted on 
the second arm, v*ieh eah be pivotably moved out of ^ duunber to provide easy access 
for cleafiing. The peiforated plate ind Jever of the pracs may >e mounted oii .ttie BBcpnd 
arm ta pivot about axes Which arc coincident. 

The actuator arm of the press may be of T'Shaped form having a single mwn arm 
portion cbniifected it aac eiid to the first handle membear and a crass-piece in the form of a 
pair of oppositely-extending pins which are received within bent over finger portions 
formed at an edge of tne perferated plate opposite to its pivot. 



The first arm of the press is prefembly of channel shaped section ditnensioned to 
at ie^t partly receive the secoad arm when th press is in a clawed position. This allows 
the press to be more compact and easily stored when the arms arc brought toi^ether. 

An embodiment of the present invention will be described below by w4y of an 
example only, and with reference to the fbUowing drawings, in which:- 

Fifi. I IS a perspective view of a culinary press accordini; to an embodiment of the 
present invention in an "open'' position; 

Fig. 2 is a perspective view of the culinary press in a '"dosed" position; 
Fig. 3 is a bottom view of the culinary press showing a perforated surface; 
Fig. 4 is a side yiew of the culinary press^ 

Fig. S is a cross sectional view of the culinary press in an "open" position; and 
Fig. 6 is a cross sectional view of the culinary press in a '^closed^' position. 

An embodiment of a culinary press accordiAg to the present invention is shown in 
Figs. 1 to 6 and is generally designated ajs 1. Referring to Fig. 1, the press 1 comprises 
first and second eloz^ate arms which constitute at least otthdr free ends handle members 
2» 4. The first and second handle members 2, 4 are pi votably connected by means of two 
shaft members 6. The first and second handle members 2^ 4 are of complimentary shape, 
the first handle member 2 having a channel-shaped construction so that when the press is 
in a ''dosed'' position, the second handle member 4 is partly received inside the first 
handle member 2, as shown in Fig. 2. This allows the press 1 to be particularly compact. 
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The second handle member 4 comprises, at the end at which it is joined to the first 
handle member 2, a pair of parallel side walls 30 u/hich bend inu/ardly to meet at 31 and a 
Tubalar seciion 33. Arranged between the side walls 30 is a. perforated plate 28 pivotably 
connected by a shaft or bolt 20 extending between the side walls 30. The plate 2^ has a 
substantially flat or slightly curved pressing surfkce, and a bent portion having at its 
upper end a p^r of outwardly directed lugs 26. As shown in Fig. S, a chamber 38 for 
receiving food to be crushed is defined by the plate 28 and two side walls 30. 

As best seen in Figs. 5 and 6, berwe^n the handle members 2; 4 a food prcsjiing 
means 12 is provided which comprises a first food pressing Uver arm 14 and second 
actuating arm 16. The first food pressing lever 4nn 14 is pivoiably connected at one end 
to the side walls 30 also by means of shaft 26« and pivotably connected to the second 
ajctustii^ ^Ttn 16 at 40. The first food pressing lever arm 14 has at ixa lower aide a 
pressing surface 42. As indicated in Figure S, the pivotal connection of the handles 2, 4 
is spaced froni the pin point of the lever arm 14 by a distance x, which is nearly half the 
length of the chamber 38- 

The second actuating arm 16 is of generally T-shaped construction (for example 
wheti viewed from above) havitig a single main body portion, pivotably connected to the 
first handle member 2 ax position 32, A bore is provided on this end of the main body 
portion of the actuating arm 16, A pin 22 emends between opposed side walls of the first 
handle, passing through this bore. At the opposite end the actuating arm. 16 has a 



crosspiece in the form of a pair of oppositely extending pins. The end of the Bm food 
pressing lever arm 14 away firom the pivot has a pair of fingers 18 which curl around the 
pins of the T-shaped actuating arm 16 forming the pivotal connection therebetween. 

In use, the first and second handle members 2, 4 of the press 1 are brought apart 
SO that the press 1 is in an "open" position as shown in Fig. 1. The movable plate ZB is 
pushed downwards so that the lugs 26 sit in notches 24 in the side walls 30 as shown in 
Figs. 1 and 5. The piece of food to be crushed is placed within the chamber 38 sitting on 
the perforated plate 28. As the first handle member 2 is brotigfat towards the second 
handle memb^ 4, the actuating aim 16 acts on the first food pressing lever arm 14 which 
moves towards the perforated plate 26 ther^y crushing the &od against the perforated 
plate 26. 

The arrangement of the intermediate lever arm 14 allows a high force to be 
exerted on the food as compared to a conventional press. 

Cleaning of the press can easily be achieved by moving the press into an ''open" 
position and pivoung the perforated plate 28 out of the chamber 38 as shown in Fig. 1, 
whereat the perforated plate 28 can be readily accessed for removing food debris, or the 
crushed food; depending upon what food is being crushed.. When the press is in a closed 
position, the pair of fingers IS of the food pressing lever arm 14 are relatively tightly 
fitted against an inner surface of the perforated plate 28. As the arms 2, 4 of the press 1 
are brought apart in an open position, the perforated plate 28 is carried up with lever arm 
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14 allowing it to be easily accessed by the user and allowing for easy removal of the 
crushed food. The slight springiness of the plate 28 allows it to also be readily detached 
from the lever arm 1 4. 

The diffbrent parts of the press arc preferably formed of stainless steel, although 
other suitable materials can be used to achieve similar results. 
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Claims 

1 . A culmary pre9» comprising first and second armd pivotably connected together, the 
second arm having a food^eceivlng chamber thereon, and a food pressing lever 
arranged between the arms and pivotably connected at one end to the second ann, an 
actuator connected to the first arm acting on the other end of the lever. 

2. A press as claimed in Claim 1 wherein the actuator comprises an actuator ann 
pivotably connected at one end to the first ann and at the other end to the lever. 

3. A press as claimed in Claim 1 or 2 wherein the chamber is defined between opposed 
side walla of the second ann and a perforated plate forming a bottom of the chamber. 

4. A press as claimed in Claim 3 wherein the perforated plate is a movable plate 
pivotably mounted on the second arm. 

5. A press as claimed in Claim 4 wherein the perforated plate and the lever are mourned 
on the second handle member to pivot about axes which are coincident. 

6. A press as claimed in Claim 4 or S wherein the aauator arm is of T-shaped form 
having a single main arm portion connected at one end to the first handle member and 
a cross-piece in the form of a pair of oppositejy-ejctending pins which are received 
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within bent over fmger portions formed at aa edge of the perforated plate opposite to 
its pivot. 

A prc35 99 claimed tn Aiiy preceding clcuxn wherein the first torn of channel shaped 
sectioa dimensioned to at least partly receive the second arm when the. press is in a 
closed position. 

A press substantially as hereinbefore described and illustrated in the acconipacyinfi 
drawings. . 



